
www.SEnRG.org
facebook.com/SEnRGorg

Twitter: @SEnRGorg

www.SAPE2016.org
facebook.com/groups/sape2016/

Twitter: @SAPE2016

www.ResistSpectra.org
facebook.com/ResistAIM

Twitter: @ResistAIM
ResistAIM@gmail.com

www.ipsecinfo.org
facebook.com/CLOSEINDIANPOINT

ipsec2009@ gmail.com

Who am I?    Why am I here?



What is the Westchester 
Alliance for Sustainable 

Solutions?

• WASS is an coalinition of community 
organizations from Westchester County 
working to close the WIN incinerator in 
Peekskill where the county’s trash is burned



Where does your trash go?

• Wheelabrator Peekskill

• 80% of the trash burned 
in Peekskill is from 
Westchester County.

• 19% is sewage sludge 
from Connecticut. 

• 4% is from Brooklyn

• 1.6% is from Dutchess, 
Orange, Putnam, and 
Rockland counties. 



About Peekskill: 
An Environmental Justice 
Community

• Peekskill has a population of approximately 25,000, 
with the majority being African-American or Latino.

• Neighborhoods within a 12.5-mile radius of 
downtown Peekskill are home to at least 2 
hazardous waste handlers, 7 hazardous waste 
facilities, 19 solid waste facilities, 27 major and 
minor air polluters, 87 industrial surface water sites, 
20 municipal surface water sites, 15 toxic release 
facilities, 47 hazardous waste handlers, and 23 toxic 
release sites. The majority of the toxic release sites, 
hazardous waste, solid waste facilities and 
wastewater facilities are located in predominantly 
African-American communities.

• Health data comparing Peekskill to surrounding 
communities indicates that Peekskill has unusually 
high rates of asthma, including emergency room 
visits and hospitalizations, respiratory cancers, 
death due to cardiovascular disease, and high 
incidents of low birth weight.
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According to Health and Human Services… 

Environmental Justice (EJ) is the fair 
treatment and meaningful involvement of all 
people regardless of race, color, national 
origin, or income in the development, 
implementation, and enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and 
policies.

Peekskill Herald article from December 7, 1989 covering a protest at Wheelabrator

What is environmental justice?



Burning trash pollutes more than coal!

• Peekskill residents are breathing these 
emissions!

• Peekskill is suffering the health consequences

• Westchester gets an “F” for air quality from the 
American Lung Association for ozone

• Our future is going up in smoke! 
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Source: http://www.energyjustice.net/incineration/worsethancoal





Wheelabrator 
Peekskill is 

Westchester 
County’s largest 

air polluter



Drone Image 
captured 10/13/16

The dose makes the poison

• Annual releases are not 
informative from a public health 
perspective

• Are releases steady or periodic?

• Weather conditions can 
exacerbate exposure to pollutants



GREENWASHING

7 million tons of highly toxic ash



Sprout Brook “Frit Pit” in Cortlandt Source: Peekskill Herald

Where does the ash go? 

• In 2020, Wheelabrator burned 659,116 tons of 
waste in Peekskill and produced 152,613 tons of 
toxic ash. 

• In its lifetime the Wheelabrator has generated 
over 7 million tons of toxic ash

• 4 million tons in Sprout Brook ”Frit Pit” closed 
in 2011

• Ash now sent to mega ash dump in Putnam, CT, 
where residents are fighting a massive expansion 
right now, and have been resisting this landfill for 
decades 

• Trucks carrying ash pass through downtown 
Peekskill



The Sprout Brook, part of the City of Peekskill watershed
runs next to the Cortlandt “Frit Pit”





Aren’t there limits on emissions to keep us safe?

“The overall association between air 
pollution and human health has been well 
documented since the publication of the 
landmark Harvard Six Cities Study in 
1993.25 With air pollution declining, it is 
critical to estimate the health effects of 
low levels of air pollution — below the 
current NAAQS — to determine whether 
these levels are adequate to minimize the 
risk of death. Since the Clean Air Act 
requires the EPA to set air-quality standards 
that protect sensitive populations, it is also 
important to focus more effort on 
estimating effect sizes in potentially 
sensitive populations in order to inform 
regulatory policy going forward.” 
– Di et al NEJM 2017



Rate of low-birth-weight babies born in Peekskill is higher than the state and county rates

Source: NYS Dept of Health Health Equity Report, Feb 2017

Meta-analysis encompassing 54 
studies and 27,087,009 participants

Prenatal exposure of the major air 
pollutants was associated with 
increased risk of LBW, among which 
the effects of PM2.5 and SO2 were 
more pronounced.

Source: Li et al Env. Res. Nov 2020



Rate of ER visits for asthma in Peekskill is higher than the state and county rates

Source: NYS Dept of Health Health Equity Report, Feb 2017

Research shows that air pollution can worsen 
asthma symptoms. A study of young campers 
with moderate to severe asthma showed they 
were 40 percent more likely to have acute 
asthma episodes on high pollution summer days 
than on days with average pollution levels.

Another study found that older adults were more 
likely to visit the emergency room for breathing 
problems when summer air pollution was high.

Source: AAFA.org, Asthma & Allergy Association of America



Rate of hospitalization for heart attacks in Peekskill is higher than the state and county rates

Source: NYS Dept of Health Health Equity Report, Feb 2017

Nearly 100 peer reviewed articles summarizing the 
findings of University of Washington completed the 
Multi-Ethnic Study of Atherosclerosis Air Pollution 
Study have been published since the research began 
in 2004, but in May 2016, the medical journal The 
Lancet published a seminal article by lead 
investigator Dr. Joel Kaufman. This study found that 
long-term exposure to particulate matter and 
nitrogen oxides at levels close to the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) can 
prematurely age blood vessels and contribute to a 
more rapid buildup of calcium in the coronary artery.

This buildup of calcium can restrict blood flow to the 
heart and other major blood vessels —increasing the 
likelihood of cardiovascular events like heart attack 
and stroke.

Source: https://www.epa.gov/sciencematters/linking-air-pollution-
and-heart-disease



Peekskill has a higher-than-expected rate of lung cancer

Currently, there is substantial evidence from studies of humans and experimental animals as well as mechanistic 
evidence to support a causal link between outdoor (ambient) air pollution, and especially particulate matter (PM) in 
outdoor air, with lung cancer incidence and mortality. It is estimated that hundreds of thousands of lung cancer deaths 
annually worldwide are attributable to PM air pollution. 
Source: Turner et al CA: A Cancer Journal for Clinicians, 2020



Peekskill has a higher percentage of premature deaths than the state and county

Source: NYS Dept of Health Health Equity Report, Feb 2017

For the new study, researchers looked at 16 years’ 
worth of data from 68.5 million Medicare enrollees—
97% of Americans over the age of 65—adjusting for 
factors such as body mass index, smoking, ethnicity, 
income, and education. 

Results were consistent across all five different types of 
analyses, offering what authors called “the most robust 
and reproducible evidence to date” on the causal link 
between exposure to PM2.5 and mortality among 
Medicare enrollees—even at levels below the current 
U.S. air quality standard of 12 μg/m3 (12 micrograms 
per cubic meter) per year.

The authors found that an annual decrease of 10 μg/m3 
in PM2.5 pollution would lead to a 6%–7% decrease in 
mortality risk. Based on that finding, they estimated that 
if the U.S. lowered its annual PM2.5 standard to 10 
μg/m3—the WHO annual guideline—143,257 lives 
would be saved in one decade.
Source: Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health
Wu et al, Science Advances, July 2020





Global excess mortality from all ambient air pollution is estimated 
at 8.8 (7.11–10.41) million/year, with an LLE of 2.9 (2.3–3.5) 
years…exceeding that of tobacco smoking.

Imagine ignoring youth smoking in Westchester County…



I don’t care about air quality, public health, climate change, or environmental justice.
What else you got?

• Incineration is the most expensive way to manage 
waste.

• Wheelabrator is OLD!
• Average lifespan of an incinerator at 

retirement is 23 years old
• Wheelabrator Peekskill is currently 36 years 

old!

• County governments need a reality check! We 
need to make changes now because Wheelbrator
won’t last forever.





• From a climate change perspective, 
even shipping our waste to a landfill is 
better than burning it

• Our main priority must be systemic 
change to eliminate generating waste

• Sustainable Westchester has Zero 
Waste programming for participating 
municipalities

• Remember that it is it not the sole 
responsibility of Peekskill to solve the 
county’s waste problem

• We are in this fight for clean air and 
healthy communities TOGETHER!

Zero Waste Hierarchy

But what will happen to our trash if we don’t burn it?



We must work to create a Circular Economy

Can an individual accomplish this alone? 



The baby steps of personal action

• Compost
• Recycle (Terra Cycle)
• Decrease consumption, increase reuse

• Avoid non-reusable items
• Make due
• Borrow, By Nothing, Free Cycle, Upcycle
• No fast fashion
• Bring your own utensils, bags, etc.

• Repair what’s broken
• Take your items to a Repair Café
• Find your local seamstress, cobbler, etc

• Look for places you can reduce waste
• Menstrual products
• Health and beauty
• Around the home
• Home renovations
• School supplies
• Support businesses that take Zero Waste seriously

• Watch out for greenwashing

Share yours in the chat!



The giant leaps of collective action! 

To change everything we need everyone!System change is necessary

• Get your municipality to compost
• Increase recycling in your town
• Decrease single-use items in your county/town
• Urge your municipality to adopt pay-as-you-throw
• Host a Repair Café in your community

• Push for legislation at county and state levels
• single use bans
• right to repair
• Extended Producer Responsibility

Get involved with WASS and urge the county to close 
Wheelabrator and adopt Zero Waste policies!



What is Extended Producer Responsibility?

• Producers responsibility for product extends to 
post-consumer management of product and 
packaging

• Shifts financial and management responsibility to 
produce (not consumer)

• Incentivizes producers to consider environmental 
impact info design of product (including 
packaging, weight, ease of recycling, use of toxic 
materials)



NY is considering Extended Producer Responsibility!

In her agenda, Hochul claimed that the State waste industry 
accounts for about 12% of NY’s greenhouse gas emissions. She 
also said that the State has been recycling less each year since 
2021 while seven million tons of paper and packaging waste 
are produced each year.

In an effort to address increasing amounts of recyclable 
products ending up in landfills, Hochul proposed an “extended 
producer responsibility” program. This program will require 
producers of recyclable products responsible for product 
throughout its entire lifespan, including recycling. This means 
taxpayers wouldn’t have to pay for recycling anymore.
Source: www.news10.com



What does Right to Repair do?
• Right to Repair is simple. It requires 
manufacturers to provide owners and 
independent repair businesses with fair access to 
service information and affordable replacement 
parts. So you can fix the stuff you own quickly—
and get back on with your life.
That sounds great! Who would be against that?
• Well, manufacturers like John Deere and Apple 
don’t like the idea. When your tractor breaks or 
your cell phone stops working, they want to be 
the only people who can fix it. And they get to set 
whatever prices they want for parts and service.

www.NewYorkRepair.org

Right to Repair



This year, New York could be the first state in the nation to pass 
the Fair Repair Act: S 4104 in the Senate, and A 7006 in the 
Assembly. We have a chance to guarantee our right to repair 
electronic equipment—like smartphones, computers, and even 
farm equipment. We have a chance to protect local repair 
jobs—the corner mom-and-pop repair shops that keep getting 
squeezed out by manufacturers.

It’s not going to be easy. Manufacturers are standing in the 
way. When your stuff breaks, they want to be the only people 
allowed to fix it. So far, they’ve managed to stop Fair Repair 
legislation before your representatives get a chance to vote on 
it. We’ve got to be louder than their lobbyists.
We need you to write and call your state representatives now 
and ask them to co-sponsor the Fair Repair Act.

Source: www.NewYorkRepair.org

NY is considering Right to Repair law!



Pay-as-you-throw (aka Save Money And Reduce Trash (SMART))

A pay-as-you-throw trash bag for the city of Waterville, Maine. 
Local grocery and convenience stores sell the bags in two sizes: 

large (30 gallons, $2.60 per bag) and small (15 gallons, $1.63 per 
bag). All trash put out for collection must be in the purple 

bags. City of Waterville

• Pay-as-you-throw is a policy that charges people for the amount of trash 
they toss out. It’s also sometimes called variable-rate pricing or pay-as-
you-waste.

• Incentivizes composting and recycling

• We already pay for waste collection! SMART makes the cost more visible

• Over 7,000 municipalities in the US have pay-as-you-throw waste policies

In Massachusetts towns with pay-as-you-throw systems generated an 
average of 1,239 pounds of trash per household in 2020, compared 
with 1,756 pounds per household in towns that didn’t use this 
approach – a 30% reduction.



(30 gallons, $2.60 per bag) 
(15 gallons, $1.63 per bag). 

Source: Refuse Collection Route Study prepared by Res Oak Consulting for Croton-on-Hudson

How would SMART costs add up for Croton-on-Hudson?

$22.38 per household per month in 2010



$114 per household per year

$9 per household per month in 2019

How would SMART costs add up for Croton-on-Hudson?

Source: CoH adopted budget for Fiscal Year 2020-2021 2019 CoH had 2,938 households by US census

large (30 gallons, $2.60 per bag) 
small (15 gallons, $1.63 per bag). 





TAKE ACTION!
• Participate in existing diversion programs (recycling glass, plastics, metals, food scraps)

• If your community doesn’t participate in food scraps recycling, pressure them to!

• Join the Westchester Alliance for Sustainable Solutions (WASS) 
• Individuals can join our mailing list at www.WASSPeekskill.org to keep up to date 

on actions and efforts
• Organizations can become part of the alliance. Reach out to 

wasspeekskill@gmail.com.

• Activate YOUR community to implement Zero Waste strategies

• Activate YOUR community to engage Westchester County to adopt Zero Waste 
solutions county-wide

Bottom line:  Trash incineration is NOT green, NOT clean, NOT sustainable. 
It’s harming Peekskill residents and adding to Westchester County’s poor air quality.

www.WASSPeekskill.org
@WASSPeekskill

WASSPeekskill@gmail.com



What did I miss?

What steps are you going to take from here?

How is your municipality doing with its waste?


